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2023 Kavod Award FAQs 

 
 

Why is the application so detailed? 

Having adequate detail helps sisterhoods use these award-winning programs to plan similar 

programs. 

 

For part 1, should we use the Google form or the .pdf version for submitting our application? 

It depends on whether one person is working on the application by herself or if two or more  

people are working collaboratively. The electronic submission (Google Forms) works well for  

collaborative submission, but you will not see what you have submitted. If you are working 

alone, it is easier to use the .pdf version so that you can print, read it over and then share your 

work. 

 

The second part of the application calls for 7-10 slides. Why?  

It’s important to make the size of the slide sets fairly uniform so that the applications are equal. 

Some sisterhoods may not have had the opportunity to get as many photographs, for instance, 

or may have different levels of available technology. 

 

What format do the slides need to be in? 

This is not limited. They can be in Power Point, Keynote for Apple, or in Google Slides which will 

work with all formats and is saved in the cloud. It is also possible to submit a text document if 

you need help with creating the slide set. 

 

Who do we contact for help with the slides?  

Email kavod.wrjpd@gmail.com and one of the Kavod Committee members will contact you. 

 

Does this program I’m submitting have to have been completed within the last year? 

You may submit any program that was begun since or completed after the last convention held 

online in October of 2020.  

 

Can a sisterhood submit more than one program? 

Yes - that is fine. Full applications are needed for each program.  
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If a sisterhood has an ongoing program that was honored with a Kavod award in the past, can 

the program be re-submitted after a certain number of years? 

Not if the program has already won an award; winning programs from past years continue to be 

visible on the Pacific District website. If the sisterhood submitted its program but did not win, 

then the sisterhood can submit its updated program. 

Where do we find the sample slide set? 

A sample slide set is attached below. 

Can a fundraiser be submitted for a Kavod award? 

Yes, there can be fundraisers that are for our sisterhoods, others that are for our congregations 

and yet others that are for the benefit of our community. Any type of fundraiser can fit into one 

of the three 2020 Kavod award categories. 

Does a completed program need to include an evaluation in order to be considered for an 

award? 

Not necessarily. An evaluation and results need to be included only if an evaluation was part of 

the original program. 

http://wrjpacific.org/


Ladies Night Out

What We Did and What We Might Do Again

Presenter: Lois Fried 
Sisterhood: Sholom Women

Peninsula Temple Sholom, Burlingame, CA

Award Category: Outreach to the Synagogue Community 



What We Did:  
Sholom Women Hosted a Series of Evening/Day Events 
Our Guests:  Moms of Preschool and Religious School Children, and New PTS 
Members, meeting at member homes

Benefits For Our Guests:

• Create a sense of community  and deepen relationships

• Help our younger moms and new members meet their contemporaries

• Provide them a chance to relax, while socializing with other moms

• Give our guests a pleasant first exposure to learn more about Sholom Women 

Benefits to Sholom Women Members:

• Get to know the younger women who we hope will join Sholom Women

• Create an environment for cross-generation friendships and mentoring that encourages dialogue and friendships

• Encourage younger women to discover there is a place for them in Sholom Women and connections that are relevant to their 
lives now. Listen to their stories in a comfortable, social environment

• Help them envision themselves as leaders or eventual leaders



Having Fun Together!

Young moms and new PTS members getting to know each other at Tia’s!



Some Activities We hosted

Hiking around San Mateo County:  Pacifica, Foster City, Ryder Park and Sweeney Ridge! 

Hikes ended with a sack lunch in the area, or hot soup, fresh baked bread & wine at a 
member’s home!!



Ladies Night Out   
No Social Distancing Here!

Israeli Dancing Under the Stars, & Mediterranean Appetizers



Going Virtual With this Event!

One or two of our Sholom Women leaders can host a high-interest virtual event (see next slide for examples)
What need not change:
• We can still start out high touch 
• We can still assign familiar voices to call and connect with young moms/new members by phone
• We can still only use text or email if phone calls receive no responses
• We can still work with Religious School/Preschool Directors to connect with new moms, and Temple staff to connect with 

new members.
• We can still host high-interest events (see some examples on the next slide)
• We can still briefly discuss and promote Sholom Women
What needs to change:
• When our participants are at their homes and not ours, there will be distractions.
• We can assume there will be some technical issues for any first timers on a new platform. Appoint a platform host to be 

someone other than the sisterhood leader to be the virtual host.
• To maintain the group cohesiveness, plan to keep any virtual event shorter than an in-home gathering.



Some Ideas for Virtual Events!

Begin with an icebreaker
Have attendees write on an index card, something no one would know 
about them and everyone will try to guess who that person is

Some suggested activities:
• Discuss a short article, book, story or one-act-play distributed via email by 

permission of the author (perhaps a local writer?)
• Recipe swap, online, real time challah baking  
• On-line game such as Charades
• Hikes in open air spaces, meditation/restorative yoga night
• How to talk to your toddler or teen



Participant Testimonials!

What a special event for Sholom Women! I met such lovely ladies -and- had an opportunity to catch up 
with ladies I hadn't seen all summer. Kudos to you all - it was fun, festive, tasty, and a great Ladies Night Out!

bye for now ~ many thanks, Andrea

I just wanted to thank all of you for an incredible night. The preschool families were talking about it this morning 
and how much they enjoyed it. It was so well executed and the perfect balance of spiritual, social and structured 
time. It was fabulous! I am looking forward to the next event at Julie Ellman's house. 
Shabbat Shalom!
Allison Steckley
Director of Early Childhood Education

Daniel Feder rabbifeder@sholom.org
How wonderful to read this. Thank you, Sholom Women
Rabbi Daniel  J Feder
Peninsula Temple Sholom

http://sholom.org

